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The Role of Cultural Heritage in Forming Social Identity
A Sociological Study
Assist. instructor. Jaman Adnan Hussain

Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Cultural heritage plays a vital role in shaping community identity,
encompassing customs, traditions, arts, and languages. These elements
contribute to enhancing collective belonging and loyalty, thereby
strengthening societal cohesion. Sociological studies indicate that cultural
heritage serves as a means of preserving collective memory and influences
how individuals perceive themselves and their place in the world. It also
helps in shaping community values and ethics, which reflect on individuals'
behavior and daily interactions. In the context of globalization, preserving
cultural heritage becomes essential to ensure the continuity of community
identity.

Keywords: Heritage, Identity, Sociological Study.
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Conclusion:

1. Building an inclusive national memory through educational curricula:
developing history curricula to reflect the diversity of narratives and provide
a comprehensive national narrative that recognizes the specificity of each
component without canceling the other. The XVI International Scientific
Conference recommended "introducing the subject of philosophy and moral
education in schools and universities, especially in colleges and scientific
and applied institutes because of its role in developing awareness of
difference in a multi-identity, multiethnic and religious society like ours™.
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2. Activating the role of cultural institutions in promoting cohesion:
supporting museums and cultural centers to be spaces for meeting between
different memories, not neutral repositories of heritage. The Center for the
protection and preservation of intangible cultural heritage should also be
provided with the necessary support to continue "documenting other
elements and preparing new files, ensuring their transfer to future
generations and enhancing the global presence of Iraqi heritage”.
3. Adopting cultural policies based on diversity: working to "preserve
historical gains in building a modern civil state, provide scientific insights
for the sustainable development of the country's political philosophy, find a
balance between the effects of globalization and the protection of national
identity through mutual dialogue and respect for cultural particularities"
4. Promoting interreligious and intercultural dialogue: spreading a culture of
tolerance and recognition of the other, realizing that " national identity is not
the antithesis of sub-identities, on the contrary, sub-identities can contribute
to the enrichment of national identity and the strengthening of unity, if they
are recognized and integrated into a holistic national framework.
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