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The Role of Women in the Arts of Mesopotamia: Music and
Singing as w=amples
Instructor. Dr.Shayma Majid Al-Haboubi

Center for Women's Studies / University of Baghdad
Abstract:

Women played an active role in the arts of Mesopotamia,
particularly given the latter's connection to religious life. Art played a
fundamental role in the lives of ancient Iraqis from the earliest times. Early
humans resorted to art as a means of expressing their thoughts and beliefs,
embodying them in exquisite drawings, each carrying a symbolic meaning
that reflected the vision of ancient Iragis. Artistic production was not limited
to drawing and sculpture; it also encompassed two art forms associated with
the gods since ancient times: music and theater. This research will explore
these two forms, dividing them into two sections: the first on music and
singing, and the second on theater in Mesopotamia.

Keywords: Mesopotamia, music, Urnash, acting.
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Conclusion:

Women were not isolated from the various aspects of society in
Mesopotamia, which were closely linked to the temple and the gods, making
this society fundamentally religious. The gods intervened in all areas of life,
and art played a prominent role in this intervention, both in its musical and
theatrical forms. Both were dedicated to serving the gods and embodying
their presence in the earthly world. Music and singing formed an essential
part of religious rituals, and many women participated in this field,
including priestesses and musicians in the temples, singers of religious
hymns, and performers at celebrations held in royal palaces and other
events. Acting, too, served as a means of portraying the lives of the gods
and their role in creation and the cosmic order.
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Although these arts later permeated secular life, they retained a distinctly

religious character. Musicians and actors were appointed to the temple, and
specialized schools were established to teach these arts and train personnel
to organize and dedicate them to the service of the gods and society. The
curriculum also included instruction in elocution and character portrayal,
reflecting an interest in developing artistic and oratorical performance.
Organizers oversaw official ceremonies and theatrical activities to ensure
the precision and refinement of performance.
Furthermore, the ancient Iragis paid close attention to theatrical production
techniques, such as masks and costumes, as well as to the venues for
theatrical performances. This demonstrates the level of creativity and
development that Mesopotamian civilization had reached in this field, where
art and religion were intertwined to form one of the most prominent
manifestations of cultural sophistication and awareness.
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