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Baghdad in Ibn Jubayr’s Travel (614 AH /1217 AD)
A Critical Analytical Study

Assist. instructor.Zainab Jamal Nawroz
Center for Reviving Arab Scientific Heritage/university of Baghdad

Abstract:

This research examines the description of Baghdad as documented in the
travels of the Andalusian explorer lbn Jubayr (d. 614 AH/1217 CE) during
his visit in 580 AH/1184 CE, through a critical historical and analytical
study. The research reviews the historical context of Baghdad during the
reign of Caliph al-Nasir li-Din Allah, highlighting the political and
administrative conditions that witnessed notable revival, the economic
prosperity characterized by agricultural flourishing and affordable prices,
alongside social, religious, and cultural aspects. It also provides a detailed
description of the architectural landmarks documented by Ibn Jubayr,
including defensive, religious, educational, and service facilities such as
mosques, schools, markets, hospitals, and bathhouses. The research
concludes that Ibn Jubayr's account represents a rare and valuable historical
document for studying urban life in Baghdad during the sixth century
AH/twelfth century CE, despite certain biases and exaggerations that require

Yvy


mailto:Zainab.j@rashc.uobaghdad.edu.iq

i
==
QD

e
e

— =~

AY YT (1) 22ed) (YT) alaall (((AeSne * dpale * Giliad )) (o el alell 3l Al

e

critical comparative analysis with other contemporary historical sources,
making it an essential reference for researchers in Islamic urban history.
Key Words: Baghdad . ibn jubayr . aliantikhab. Alaswag. Almudun.
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Conclusion:

After reviewing what the famous traveler Ibn Jubair wrote about the city
of Baghdad, which was the result of his thirty-two-day visit, we can say:
Ibn Jubair emphasized the prosperity and good life of its inhabitants during
his visit, and he was amazed by the agricultural renaissance in the
countryside and villages of Baghdad before he entered the capital of the
Caliphate.
His emotions sometimes got the better of him, and we find some errors that
he recorded without scrutiny or explanation. For example, he records a
statement by one of the elders of Baghdad about the existence of two
thousand baths in the city, without attempting to verify this number, which
he heard from a single person.
Finally, we can say that what the Andalusian traveler Ibn Khubayr wrote
about Baghdad was an important and wonderful result of his visit and stay
there for more than a month. This result benefited travelers who came after
him and recorded their observations about Baghdad based on some of his
texts, such as lbn Battuta.
1. The personal memoirs that Ibn Jubair wrote about Baghdad indicate his
active and distinguished contribution to Arab-Islamic travel literature.
2. The texts written by Ibn Jubair about Baghdad contain a variety of
information of interest to historians in various fields of history, including
politics, administration, society, economics, culture, and religion, as well as
important information about some aspects of the planning of the city of
Baghdad.
3. The pages Ibn Jubair wrote about Baghdad reveal aspects of urban life in
this city, although we would have liked to find more detailed and
comprehensive texts.
4. The information he wrote about Baghdad reveals his multifaceted culture
and scientific spirit, as well as his accuracy of observation and honesty in
his writings, even if his emotions sometimes clouded his judgment.
5. We found contradictions in some of his writings about Baghdad. For
example, he begins by saying that the western side of Baghdad was clearly
devastated, and that this spread to the eastern side as well due to the
vicissitudes of time, but then he quickly contradicts what he has recorded by
describing the features of urbanization and civilization in Baghdad,
mentioning its mosques, schools, hospitals, baths, and numerous shops on
both its eastern and western sides.
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First: primary sources

1. A. Books:

2. 1bn al-Wells; Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr al-gadai Al-balansi, (d.658 Ah /
1260 ad ) Hilla Al-siraa, investigation and commentary: Hussein Mo'ness,
Vol. 1, Cairo, the press of the committee of authorship, translation and
publication, 1963, 2.

3. Ibn al-Abar; Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr al-gadai Al-balansi, lexicon in the
Companions of the judge Imam Abi Ali al-Sadafi, Cairo, the House of the
Arabic book for printing and publishing, 1967.
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4. 1bn al-Athir; 1zz al-Din Abu al-Hassan Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Karim (d.630 Ah/1232 ad), al-Kamil in history, Cairo, Al-istigama press,
d.T, G9.

5. Ibn al-Jawzi; Abu Al-Faraj Abdul Rahman Bin Ali bin Muhammad Bin
Ali (d.597 Ah/1201 ad), regular in the history of kings and nations,
Baghdad, National publishing house, 1990, C8, C18.

6. Ibn al-Khatib; mouthpiece of al-Din Mohammed bin Abdullah, the
briefing in Granada News, investigation: Mohammed Abdullah Annan, T1,
Cairo, the Egyptian printing and publishing company, 1974, G2.

7. Ibn al-Khatib; Muhammad Lasan al-Din, (d. 776 Ah / 1374 ad) the briefing in
Akhbar Granada, Vol.1, encyclopaedia press, Egypt, 1319 Ah, C. 2.

8. Ibn al-tagtagi; Muhammad ibn Ali ibn tabatba (d.709 Ah/1209 ad),
emeritus in the literature of the Sultanate and Islamic countries, by
publishing it he meant: Yusuf Toma Al-Bustani, Egypt, Al-Rahmaniya
press, 1340 Ah.

9. Ibn Battuta; Muhammad ibn Abdullah, (d.779 Ah / 1377 ad) Ibn Battuta's
journey (the Nazar's masterpiece in the oddities of Amsar and the wonders
of travel), investigation: Abdul Hadi Tazi, Academy of the kingdom of
Morocco, Rabat, 1997, p. 2.

10. Ibn Jubayr; Abu al-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad Ibn Jubayr (d.614
Ah/1217 ad), the journey of Ibn Jubayr, presented to him: Ibrahim Shams al-
Din, Beirut, House of scientific books, 2003.

11. lbn Jubayr; Abu al-Hassan Muhammad ibn Muhammad lbn Jubayr
(d.614 Ah/1217 ad), the message of considering the hermit in mentioning
the precious relics and rites, known as the journey of lbn Jubayr, Beirut,
Crescent house and library, 1986 ad.

12. Ibn Shahanshah Al-Ayyubi; Tagi al-Din Muhammad ibn Taqi al-Din,
(542 Ah / 1148 ad) the field of facts and the mystery of creation,
investigation: Hussein Habshi, Cairo, world of books, 1968.

13. Ibn Kathir; Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida Ismail Ibn Omar (d.774 Ah/1372
ad), the beginning and the end, Beirut, library of knowledge, 1981, C. 12.
14. Abu Shama; Shihab al-Din Abu Muhammad Abdul Rahman, the two
kindergartens in the news of the two states of Nuria and Salahiya, Vol.1,
Beirut, House of scientific books, 2002, p. 3.

15. P. University theses:
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16. Bahjat; munjid Mustafa, " Iraq in my journey is Ibn Jubayr and lbn
Battuta”.

17. Second: modern references

18. C. Periodicals and articles:

19. Jassim, Asma saber; and Ismail, Sayyid Ali,” compositional construction
in the poetry of Ibn Jubayr Al-Andalusi”, Volume 4, Number 12, the fourth
year, November 2008.

20. Al-Jazari; Shams al-Din Abu Al-Khair Muhammad ibn Muhammad, (d.
833 Ah / 1429 ad) the very end of the layers of readers, published C.
Burgstrasser, Cairo, Al-Khanji library, Egypt, 1933, 2.

21. Volume; Nawaf Abdel Aziz, the travelers of the Islamic Maghreb
and the images of the Arab Mashreq from the sixth to the eighth century
AH, Abu Dhabi and Beirut, Al-Suwaidi publishing house and Al-Ahlia
publishing house, 2008.

22. Hassan; Bashir Hadi, "councils of preaching and science in Baghdad
through the journey of Ibn Jubayr Al-Andalusi”, Journal of the Faculty of
Arts, University of Baghdad, 2024.

23. Khatib al-Baghdadi; Abu Bakr Ahmed bin Ali bin Thabit al-Baghdadi
(d463 Ah / 1070 ad), the history of the city of Baghdad, Cairo, happiness
press, 1931, C1.

24. Al-Dabbagh; Muhammad Nizar, the Arab Islamic Orient through the
journey of Ibn Jubayr, unpublished master's Thesis, University of Mosul,
Faculty of Education, 2001.

25. Al-dhahabi; Shams al-Din Muhammad bin Ahmed, (d.748 Ah / 1348 ad)
biography of the flags of the nobility, investigation: Bashar Awad Maarouf
and muhiy Hilal Al-Sarhan, Beirut, Al-Risala Foundation, 1986, p. 22.

26. Shafig Mohammed, "the Levant in the journey of Ibn Jubayr", Journal of
Humanities and social sciences studies, P2, mj28, University of Jordan,
2001.

27. Al-Shihabi; Mustafa, Arab geographers, Egypt, Dar Al-Maarif, 1962.
28. Al-shikhli; Sabah lbrahim, varieties and professions in the Abbasid era,
their origin and development, Beirut, al-Warraqg publishing, 2010.

29. Guest; Shawky, excursions, Cairo, Maarif press, 1956.

30. Guest; Shawky, the history of Arabic literature: the era of states and
Emirates-Andalusia, Maarif House, Cairo,1989.
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31. Abd al-Hamid, (1349 Ah / 1930 ad) the illustrious decade of Baghdad's
monuments, mosques and mosques, investigation: Imad Rauf, Baghdad,
2004.

32. Western; Radwan,” artistic and intellectual dimensions in the book of
Ibn Jubayr's journey”, PhD thesis, Mohamed Khidr University of Biskra,
Algeria, 2018.

33. Fawzi; Farig Omar, the fall and collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate,
Amman, Dar Al-Shorouk, 1998.

34. Al-gafti; Jamal al-Din Abu al-Hassan Ali ibn Yusuf (d.646 Ah/1248 ad),
telling scientists the news of the wise, Beirut, House of scientific books,
2005.

35. Qandil; Fouad, the literature of the journey in the Arab heritage, Arab
Book House library, Cairo,1995.

36. Qandil; Fouad, the literature of the journey in the Arab heritage, Arab
Book House library, Cairo,2002.

37. The article of Ibn Jubayr, the free encyclopedia (Wikipedia), the Iraqi
virtual library, is available on the website: www.ivsl.org

38. Al-Marrakesh; Mohammed bin Mohammed bin Abdul Malik al-Ansari,
(d. 703 Ah / 1303 AD) the tail and the sequel to my book The Link and the
link, an investigation: Mohammed bin Sharifa, Beirut, House of culture for
publishing and distribution, d.T, SF5, SF6, 3.

39. Al-magri; Ahmed bin Mohammed Al-talmasani, (d. 992 Ah / 1041 ad)
the good breath from the wet branch of Andalusia, investigation: lhsan
Abbas, Beirut, Sadr House, 1968, C1, 2.

40. Al-Munthiri; Zaki al-Din bin Abdul-Azim, the sequel to the deaths of
the naglah, an investigation: Bashar Awad Maarouf, Najaf, Literature Press,
1971, p.4.

41. Al-Munthiri; Zaki al-Din bin Abdul-Azim, (656 Ah/1258 ad) the sequel
to the deaths of the naglah, investigation: Bashar Awad Maarouf, Najaf,
Literature Press, 1971, C.4.

42. Nassar; Hussein, "the journey of Ibn Jubayr", heritage of Humanity
Magazine, Cairo, Egyptian public Foundation, Dr.T, MG1.

43. Nassar; Hussein, the literature of the journey, Egypt library, Cairo, 1956.
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44. The dreams of Hassan Mustafa, the internal policy of Caliph Al-Nasser
for the religion of Allah, unpublished master's Thesis, University of
Baghdad, Faculty of Arts, 1988.

45. Yaqut al-Hamawi; Shihab al-Din bin Abdullah, (d.626 Ah/1229 ad)
gazetteer of countries, Beirut, Sadr House, 2010, Vol. 1.

Second: modern references

A. Books:

1. Volume; Nawaf Abdel Aziz, the travelers of the Islamic Maghreb and the
images of the Arab Mashreq from the sixth to the eighth century AH, Abu
Dhabi and Beirut, Al-Suwaidi publishing house and Al-Ahlia publishing
house, 2008.

2. Guest; Shawky, excursions, Cairo, Maarif press, 1956.

3. Guest; Shawky, the history of Arabic literature: the era of states and
Emirates-Andalusia, Maarif House, Cairo,1989.

4. Fawzi; Fariq Omar, the fall and collapse of the Abbasid Caliphate,
Amman, Dar Al-Shorouk, 1998.

5. Qandil; Fouad, the literature of the journey in the Arab heritage, Arab

Book House library, Cairo,2002.

6. Nassar; Hussein, the literature of the journey, Egypt library, Cairo, 1956.
7. Al-Shihabi; Mustafa, Arab geographers, Egypt, Dar Al-Maarif, 1962.

8. Al-shikhli; Sabah Ibrahim, varieties and professions in the Abbasid era,
their origin and development, Beirut, al-Warraq publishing, 2010.

P. University theses:

1. Al-Dabbagh; Muhammad Nizar, the Arab Islamic Orient through the
journey of Ibn Jubayr, unpublished master's Thesis, University of Mosul,
Faculty of Education, 2001.

2. Western; Radwan, "artistic and intellectual dimensions in the book of 1bn
Jubayr's journey", doctoral dissertation, Mohamed Khidr University of
Biskra, Algeria, 2018.
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3. The dreams of Hassan Mustafa, the internal policy of Caliph Al-Nasser
for the religion of Allah, unpublished master's Thesis, University of
Baghdad, Faculty of Arts, 1988.

C. Periodicals and articles:

1. Bahjat; munjid Mustafa, " Irag in my journey is Ibn Jubayr and Ibn
Battuta™.

2. Jassim, Asma saber; and Ismail, Sayyid Ali,” compositional construction
in the poetry of Ibn Jubayr Al-Andalusi”, Volume 4, Number 12, the fourth
year, November 2008.

3. Hassan; Bashir Hadi, "councils of preaching and science in Baghdad
through the journey of Ibn Jubayr Al-Andalusi”, Journal of the Faculty of
Arts, University of Baghdad, 2024.

4. Shafig Mohammed, "the Levant in the journey of lbn Jubayr”, Journal of
Humanities and social sciences studies, P2, mj28, University of Jordan,
2001.

5. Nassar; Hussein, "the journey of lbn Jubayr”, heritage of Humanity
Magazine, Cairo, Egyptian public Foundation, Dr.T, MG1.

Dr. Electronic sources:

1. The article of Ibn Jubayr, the free encyclopedia (Wikipedia), the Iraqi

virtual library, is available on the website: www.ivsl.org
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