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Al-Karkh 11 / Institute of Fine Arts for Boys/morning study
Abstract:

This research reveals the historical, social, political, and cultural roles
of Arab women in Islamic and Norman Sicily during the 7th-8th centuries
AH (11th-12th centuries CE) through an examination of the material we
have found and their contributions to these aspects of life, even under
Norman rule.

This study sheds light on the active and vital role of Arab women,
considering them among the most important aspects of life and its
continuity, demonstrating their active presence in various facets of society.

We discuss the role of women in Sicily during the periods of Arab rule,
specifically the Aghlabid rule (212-296 AH/827-908 CE) and the Fatimid
rule (297-484 AH/910-1091 CE), and then during the Norman period, which
began in 444 AH/1052 CE. We explore how they played a significant role in
creating a dynamic blend of Byzantine and Islamic cultures over many
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centuries. This study aimed to highlight the most important female figures
we could find, despite their scarcity, who shed light on much of women's
history during that era.

Keywords: women, politics, Arab women, culture, clothinge
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Conclusion:

In this research, we were able to determine the roles of Arab women in
Sicily, whether they were during the era of Arab rule or the era of Norman
rule, and how Arab women contributed to the political, economic and
artistic fields, how although they lived under the Norman state, they
preserved the Arab-Islamic traditions, so this cultural and artistic influence
on Norman Society appeared in several areas in which women had a distinct
role. We were informed about her various roles in the field of politics, art,
textile and others.

The researcher came to several conclusions, including:

1-the lack of Arab and foreign sources that speak about the effective and
vital role of women, which we could not deduce only through some few
sources or through references to pictures that dealt with the topic of Arab-
Islamic women in Norman Sicily.
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2-the role of Arab-Islamic women in Norman Sicily was vital and effective
in all spheres of life, which was not limited to one aspect, but included
several aspects.
3-the need to translate some Italian and foreign sources that speak about the
role of Arab-Islamic women in Norman Sicily.Due to the lack of available
studies in this aspect at the moment.
4-a lot of pictures painted on many archaeological sites showed us the
participation of Arab-Islamic women in Norman Sicily, which revealed to
us a lot of mysterious and hidden information about Arab-Islamic women in
Norman Sicily in this field.
5-the Arab-Islamic influence in Norman Sicily was not limited only to men-
which several sources have spoken about their roles - in various fields, but
also included women, and this aspect cannot be denied at all.
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First - Sources:
* The Holy Quran.
* Ibn al-Abar, Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Abdullah al-Qadai (d. 658
AH/1260 AD).
1- Al-Halla al-Sira, with commentary and notes by Ali Ibrahim Mahmoud,
Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiya, (Beirut, 2008 AD).
* Ibn al-Athir, Abu al-Hasan Ali ibn Abu al-Karim (d. 630 AH/1232 AD):
2- Al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh, Dar Sadir, (Beirut, 1965 AD).
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 Al-Idrisi, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Abdullah bin Idrisi (d. 560
AH/1165 AD):

3- Nuzhat al-Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al-Afak, World of Books, (Beirut, 1989).

* Ibn Bassam, Abu al-Hasan Ali bin Bassam (d. 542 AH/1147 AD):

4- Al-Dhakhira fi Mahasin Ahl al-Jazira, edited by Salim Mustafa al-Badri,
Dar al-Kutub al-1lmiya, 1st edition, (Beirut, 1998).

* Al-Jahiz, Amr ibn Bahr ibn Mahbub al-Kinani al-Balawi, al-Laythi, Abu
Uthman (d. 255 AH):

5- Al-Bayan wa al-Tabyin, Maktabat Shaghaf, (Beirut, 1990).

* Ibn Jubair, Abu al-Hussein Muhammad al-Kanani al-Kanani (d. 614
AH/1217 AD):

6- 1bn Jubair's Journey or Memoirs of Travels, Maktabat al-Asriya, (Beirut,
2010).

 Al-Hamawi, Abu Abdullah Shihab al-Din Yaqut bin Abdullah al-Hamawi
al-Rumi al-Baghdadi (d. 626 AH/1228 AD):

7- Ma'jam al-Buldan, Dar lhya al-Turath al-Arabi, (Beirut, 1797).

* Al-Hamiri, Muhammad ibn Abd al-Munaim, (d. 590 AH/1193 AD):

8- Al-Rawd al-Maatar fi Khabar al-Aqgtar, edited by lhsan Abbas, 1st
edition, Haydberg Press,

(Beirut, 1984).

* Ibn Hawqal, Abu al-Qasim Muhammad ibn Ali (d. 380 AH/990 AD):

9- Sawrat al-Ard, also known as Kitab al-Masalik wa al-Mamalik wa al-
Mafariz wa al-Mahalik, Brill Press, (Leiden, 1938).

e Ibn Khaldun, Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-Hadrami (d. 808
AH/1405 AD):

10- Al-lbar wa Diwan al-Mubtada wa al-Khabar fi Ayyam al-Arab wa al-
Ajam wa al-Barbar wa Man A'asaruhum min Ahl al-Sultan al-Akbar, known
as Ibn Khaldun's History, Al-A'lami Foundation, (Beirut, 1971).

+ Al-Dhahabi, Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman (d. 748
AH/1347 AD):

11- History of Islam, edited by Omar Abd al-Salam, vol. 1, Dar al-Kitab al-
Arabi, (Beirut, 1407 AH).

* Al-Rageek al-Qayrawani, Abu Ishag Ibrahim ibn al-Qasim (d. 417
AH/1026 AD):

12- History of Africa and the Maghreb, edited by Abdullah al-Ali al-Zidan
and Izz al-Din Omar Musa, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, 1st edition, (Beirut,
1990), introduction, editing and commentary by Muhammad Zainham
Muhammad, Dar al-Farjani for Publishing and Distribution (n.d., 1994).

* Ibn al-Zubair, al-Qadi al-Rashid (scholar, 5 AH/11 AD):
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13- Kitab al-Dhakhair wa al-Tuhaf, edited by Muhammad Hamidullah, Dar
al-Turath al-Arabi, (Kuwait, 1959).

* Al-Zarkali, Khair al-Din (d. 1410 AH/1989 AD):

14- Al-Alam, Dar al-1lm, 5th edition, (Beirut, 1980).

« Al-Safadi, Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aybak (d. 764 AH/1362 AD):

15- Al-Wafi bi al-Wafiyat, edited by Ahmad al-Arnaout and Turki Mustafa,
Dar lhya al-Turath

al-Arabi (Beirut, 2000) .

» Abu al-Fida, King Mu'ayyad Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida Ismail (d. 732
AH/1332 AD):

16- Tarikh Abu al-Fida al-Mukhtasar fi Akhbar al-Bashar, commented on
and annotated by Mahmoud

Dioub, Dar al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah, 1st ed. (Beirut, 1997).

* Ibn al-Qata’ Abu al-Qasim Ali ibn Ja'far al-Saqli (d. 515 AH/1121 AD):
17- Al-Durra al-Khatira fi Shu'ara al-Jazira (The Dangerous Pearl in the
Poets of the Island), collected, reconstructed, and verified by

Bashir al-Bakoush, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami, (Beirut, 1995 AD).

Al-Nuwairi, Shihab al-Din Ahmad ibn Abd al-Wahhab (d. 733 AH/1332
AD):

18- Nihayat al-Arb fi Funun al-Adab (The End of the Four in the Arts of
Literature), verified by Hussein Nassar, Dar al-Kutub al-Masriya, (Cairo,
1980 AD).

Second: References:

* Ahmad, Aziz:

19- History of Islamic Sicily, translated into Arabic and presented with
appropriate footnotes and comments by Amin

Tawfiq al-Taybi, Dar al-Arabia al-Kitab, (Tripoli, 1980).

* Amari, Mikhail:

20- The Sicilian Arabic Library: Texts on History, Countries, Biographies,
and References, (Leipzig, 1857),

reprinted by offset printing by Muthanna Library in Baghdad.

21- History of the Muslims of Sicily, prepared by Mahb Saad Ibrahim,
(Florence, 2003).

* B. Turner, Hussein Mounis, et al.:

22- The Heritage of Islam, presented by: Al-Fard Jium, Arabic translation:
Khattab Attia, University Committee for the Dissemination of

Knowledge, (Cairo, 1983).

» Hassan, Zaki Muhammad:

23- The Arts of Islam, Dar Al-Ra'id Al-Arabi, (Beirut, 1981).

* Al-Douri, Taqi al-Din Aref:
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24- The Role of Sicily in Transmitting Medical Heritage, Umm al-Qura
Magazine, Issue 65, (n.d., Umm al-Qura).

25- The Fall of Sicily to the Normans, Adab al-Musta'nisira Magazine, Issue
8, (1984).

26- Studies in the History and Civilization of the Arabs in Sicily, Nasser
University Publications,

1st edition, (Libya, 1997).

* Dozy, Renhart:

27- Detailed Dictionary of Arab Clothing Names, translated by Akram
Fadel, Al-Lisan Al-Arabi Magazine, Ministry of

Information, (Baghdad, n.d.).

* Ruslan, Abdul Moneim:

28- Islamic Civilization in Sicily and Southern Italy, Publisher: Tihama, 1st
edition, (Saudi Arabia, 1980).

* Saadi, Abdul Rahman bin Nasser (d. 1376 AH):

29- The Concise Guide to the Virtues of Islam, General Presidency for
Scientific Research

and Fatwa, 5th edition, (Riyadh, 2011).

* Al-Taybi, Amin:

30- Islam in Andalusia and Sicily and Its Impact on European Civilization
and Renaissance, Publications of the International Islamic Da'wah
Association,

1st edition, (Tripoli, 1986).

* Al-Arini, Al-Baz:

31- The Byzantine Empire, Dar Al-Nahda Al-Arabiya, (Beirut, 1982).

e Mustafa, Muhammad Ezzat:

32- Islamic Arts, Dar al-Ma‘arif, (Cairo, 1964).

* Moreno, Martino Mario:

33- Muslims in Sicily, Publications of the Lebanese University, (Beirut, 1957).

» Al-Yusufi, Louis Maalouf:

34- Al-Mangad fi al-Lugha (The Linguist), Dar al-Mashriq, (Beirut, 1908).

* Yusuf, Abd al-Ra'uf Ali:

35- Khazafun min al-Asr al-Fatimi wa Asalibuhum al-Fanniya (Potters of the
Fatimid Era and Their Artistic Techniques), Dar al-Ra'id al-Arabi, (Cairo, n.d.).
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