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An analytical study of the role of scholars of the fifth century AH in
recording historical events in the book (History of Islam) by Al-Dhahabi
(748 AH/1348 AD)
Assist.prof. Dr. Rasha Issa fares
Center for the revival of Arab scientific heritage / University of Baghdad
Abstract
This research is an analytical study of the role of scholars of the fifth
century AH in recording historical events mentioned in the book History of
Islam and the Deaths of Famous People and Media Figures by Imam Shams
al-Din (d. 748 AH), which is considered one of the most prominent
historical works. The research aims to reveal the nature of the contributions
of scholars of the fifth century AH in the formation of the historical material
on which Al-Zahabi relied and the methodology he followed in employing
their narratives to construct a historical narrative of events and how he dealt
with their accounts between transmission, criticism, and weighing. Their
narratives thus represented a comprehensive picture of political , scientific,
and social life in that historical period.
Keywords: study, analysis, events
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Conclusion:

This study concluded that scholars of the fifth century AH played a

pivotal and fundamental role in shaping Islamic historical consciousness and
laying the foundations for a sound methodology for recording events, which
is clearly reflected in the book History of Islam and Deaths of Famous
People and Media Figures by Al-Hafiz Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (d. 748
AH), which is considered one of the most comprehensive historical
encyclopedias combining chronological narration and scholarly biographies.
Al-Dhahabi relied heavily on the scholarly and historical output of the
scholars of that century, describing them as a link between the era of
advanced oral narration and the era of systematic encyclopedic
documentation.
The study showed that scholars of the fifth century AH, such as Abu Naim
al-Isfahani, al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, and others, did not merely transmit
news, but also played a conscious critical role in selecting and weighing
information, benefiting from the tools of hadith science, especially jarh and
ta'dil, in evaluating historical news and linking it to its sources.
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The importance of the scholars of the fifth century AH is also highlighted by
the fact that they lived through a turbulent political and intellectual period
that witnessed major transformations in the structure of the state and society,
which made their recording of events more closely aligned with reality. This
was reflected in the history of Islam through the combination of political,
scientific, and cultural historiography, contributing to a deeper
understanding of the development of historical writing in Islamic

civilization.
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AH), Al-Durar al-Kamina fi A'yan al-Ma'a'a al-Thamaniya (The Hidden
Pearls in the Notables of the Eighth Century), Ottoman Encyclopedia,
Hyderabad, India, second edition (1392-1396 AH) = (1972-1976 AD)
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5- Ibn Khallikan: Abu al-Abbas Shams al-Din Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim ibn Abi Bakr al-Barmaki al-Irbili (d. 681 AH), Wafayat al-A'yan
wa Anba' Abna' al-Zaman, Dar Sadir, Beirut, 1971

6- Ibn Asakir: Ali ibn al-Hasan ibn Hiba Allah ibn Asakir al-Dimashqi,
Tabyin Kizb al-Muftari fi ma Nisbat ila al-lmam Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari,
Tabyin Kizb al-Muftari fi ma Nisbat ila al-lmam Abu al-Hasan al-Ash‘ari,
Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut 1404 AH.

7- Ibn Kathir: Abu al-Fida Ismail ibn Umar al-Qurshi al-Basri, then al-
Dimashqi (d. 774 AH), Tabagat al-Shafi'iyyin, ed. Ahmad Omar Hashim,
Muhammad Zainham Muhammad Azab, Maktabat al-Thagafa al-Diniyya,
date of publication: 1413 AH - 1993 AD.

8- Ibn Kathir: Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida Ismail ibn Umar al-Qurshi al-
Dimashqgi al-Ma'ruf (d. 774 AH), Al-Bidayah wa al-Nihayah, Al-Sa'ada
Press — Cairo.

9- Akram Dia Al-Omari, Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi: His Biography, Cultural
Environment, Intellectual Output, and Educational Interests, From the
Notables of Arab Islamic Education, Arab Organization for Education,
Culture and Science, Arab Bureau of Education for the Gulf States, Royal
Academy for Islamic Civilization Research, Volume I1, 1405 AH - 1988

10- Bashar Awad Ma'ruf: Al-Dhahabi and His Approach to the History of
Islam, VVol. 1, Issa Al-Babi Press, Cairo, 1986.

11- Al-Hamidi: Muhammad ibn Fath ibn Abdullah ibn Fath ibn Hamid al-
Azdi al-Mayurgi Abu Abdullah ibn Abi Nasr (d. 488 AH), Jadhwat al-
Mukhtasar fi Dhikr Walata al-Andalus, Egyptian House of Authorship and
Publishing — Cairo, 1966 AD

12- Al-Hanbali: Abdul-Hay bin Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Al-Imad Al-
Akri Abu Al-Falah (d. 1089 AH), Shadhrat Al-Dhahab fi Akhbar min Al-
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Dhahab, ed. Mahmoud Al-Arnaout, Dar Ibn Kathir, Damascus — Beirut, 1st
edition, 1406 AH — 1986 AD

13- Al-Dimashgi: Shams al-Din Abu al-Mahasin Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-
Hasan ibn Hamza al-Husayni al-Shafi'i (d. 765 AH), Dhail Tadhkirat al-
Huffaz, Dar al-Kutub al-'llmiyyah, first edition 1419 AH - 1998 AD.

14- Al-Dhahabi: Shams al-Din, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH): Ma'rifat al-Qira'at al-Kubra 'ala al-Tabagat wa al-
Asrar, Ma'rifat al-Qira‘at al-Kubra 'ala al-Tabagat wa al-Asrar, Dar al-Kutub
al-'llmiyyah, first edition 1417 AH - 1997 AD

15- Al-Dhahabi: Shams al-Din, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), : History of Islam and Deaths of Famous People and
Notables, edited by Saad Youssef Mahmoud Abu Aziz, Magdi Fathi Al-
Sayed, Khairi Saeed, Mustafa Shatat, Osama Okasha, and Yasser Abu
Shadi, Al-Tawfigiyya Library, Cairo.

16- Al-Dhahabi: Shams al-Din, Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Uthman al-
Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), Siyar A'lam al-Nubala, edited by Hussein Asad and
Shu'ayb al-Arna'ut, Al-Risala Foundation, third edition, 1405 AH - 1985
AD

17- Al-Zarkali: Khair al-Din ibn Mahmoud ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn
Faris, Al-Zarkali al-Dimashqgi (d. 1396 AH), Al-Alam, Dar al-lim lil-
Milayin, 15th edition, May 2002.

18- Al-Subki: Taj al-Din Abd al-Wahhab ibn Tagi al-Din (d. 771 AH),
Tabagat al-Shafi'iyya al-Kubra, edited by Mahmoud Muhammad al-Tanahi
and Abd al-Fattah Muhammad al-Halw, Tabagat al-Shafi'iyya al-Kubra,
Hijr Publishing, Printing and Distribution, second edition, 1413 AH.

19- Al-Sakhawi: Shams al-Din Abu al-Khair Muhammad ibn Abd al-
Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr ibn Uthman ibn Muhammad (d. 902

"



N

=) Q#
\,(«'LL AY YT (V) 2aal) (YT) alaall (((AaSae * dgale * diliad )) oyl alall Sl il s Ei;s

— AR ~ -,
I

<

S

e

AH), Al-Daw al-Lame' li-Ahl al-Qarn al-Tasi' (The Shining Light of the
People of the Ninth Century), Dar Maktabat al-Hayat Publications, Beirut.
20- Al-Sam'ani: Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad ibn Mansur al-Tamimi al-
Sam'ani al-Marwazi, Abu Sa'd (d. 562 AH), Al-Ansaab, edited by Abd al-
Rahman ibn Yahya al-Ma'almi al-Yemani et al., Council of Ottoman
Knowledge, Hyderabad, 1st edition, 1382 AH - 1962 AD

21- Shaker Mustafa: Arab History and Historians, Dar al-l1lm lil-Milayin,
Beirut.

22- Al-Sarefini: Abu Ishaq Ibrahim ibn Muhammad ibn al-Azhar (581-641
AH), Selected from the book “The Context of the History of Nishapur, by
Abd al-Ghafir al-Farsi,” edited by Muhammad Kazim al-Mahmoudi,
published by the Teachers' Association at the Scientific Seminary in Qom.
Islamic Publishing Foundation - Qom, Iran, 1403 AH

23- Al-Safadi: Salah al-Din Khalil ibn Aybak ibn Abdullah (d. 764 AH),
edited by Ahmad al-Arnaout and Turki Mustafa, Dar lhya al-Turath -
Beirut, 1420 AH - 2000 AD

24- Abdullah bin Daif Allah al-Rihili, Imam Abu al-Hasan al-Darqutni and
his Scientific Works, Dar al-Andalus al-Khadra.

25 Al-Ghazali: Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali al-Tusi
(d. 505 AH), Jawahir al-Qur'an, ed. Dr. Sheikh Muhammad Rashid Rida al-
Qabbani, Dar lhya al-Ulum, Beirut, 2nd edition, 1406 AH - 1986 AD.

26 Al-Fasi: Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali, Taqi al-Din, Abu al-Tayyib al-
Maki al-Hassani al-Fasi (d. 832 AH), Dhail al-Taqyid fi Rawat al-Sunan wa
al-Asanid, ed. Kamal Yusuf al-Hout, Dar al-Kutub al-limiya, Beirut,
Lebanon, 1st edition, 1410 AH/1990 AD.

27 Al-Dhahabi: Shams al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Uthman ibn Qaymaz al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), Mu'jam al-Shuyukh al-Kabir
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al-Dhahabi, edited by Muhammad al-Habib al-Hila, Maktabat al-Sadiq,
Taif, Saudi Arabia, first edition, 1408 AH/1988.

28- Muhammad Abdul Qadir Abu Faris, Judge Abu Ya'la al-Fara' and his
book Al-Ahkam al-Sultaniya, Al-Risala Foundation

29- Mahmoud bin Abdul Fattah al-Nahhal, Ithaf al-Murtagi bi Tarajim
Shuyukh al-Bayhagqi, presented by: Sheikh Mustafa al-Adawi, supervised,
reviewed, edited, and proofread by: The Scientific Team of the Jami' al-
Sunnah Encyclopedia Project, Dar al-Mayman Publishing and Distribution,
First Edition, 1429 AH - 2008 AD

30- Makhluf: Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Umar ibn Ali ibn Salim
(d. 1360 AH), Shajarat al-Nur al-Zakiya fi Tabakat al-Malikiya, commented
on by: Abdul-Majid Khayali, Dar al-Kutub al-limiya, Lebanon, First
Edition, 1424 AH - 2003 AD.

31- Al-Yafi: Abu Muhammad Afif al-Din Abdullah bin Asad bin Ali bin
Sulayman (d. 768 AH), Mirror of Paradise and Lesson for the Vigilant in
Knowing What is Considered to be the Events of Time, annotated by Khalil
al-Mansur, Dar al-Kutub al-l1imiyah, Beirut, Lebanon, first edition, 1417 AH
- 1997 AD.
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